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 From the Pastor 
 

Grace and peace to you and your households in the name of  

Jesus Christ. I hope each of you have a wonderful 4th of July 

holiday. We give thanks to God for the men and women who gave 

of themselves in order that we might live and worship God in 

freedom. May God continue to bless America! It seems ironic that 

our ancestors fought to be free from one King by declaring their 

independence and yet as Christians we seek the Kingdom of God. 

Jesus came, proclaiming the good news of God, and saying, “The 

time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and 

believe in the good news.” (Mark 1:14-15) What is the kingdom of 

God? 
 

 The kingdom of God is God’s reign through Jesus Christ. 

The kingdom of God is that to which we have been called to live, to 

serve and to anticipate. The kingdom of God is here now and yet is 

still to come in its fullness. (Matt. 6:10) Jesus proclaimed: “The 

time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has is at hand; repent, and 

believe in the good news.” (Mark 1:14-15) The ministry of Jesus 

focused on the kingdom of God. The kingdom of God displaces sin 

and evil in the world. (Matt. 12:28) In the kingdom of God: “the 

poor receive the Good News, the blind receive sight, prisoners are 

set free, and the oppressed are liberated.”1   The kingdom of God 

turns the values of this world upside down. The first become last 

and the last become first. The kingdom of God is inclusive to all. 

The kingdom of God is based on grace and not on works, nor 

prestige, nor power. God invites all into his Kingdom. Those that 

through grace respond in faith are set free from that which binds 

them, that which keeps them oppressed. Today, in the kingdom of 

God, people continue to be set free, to be liberated, from “demons” 

and “unclean spirits” which bind and oppress in “whatever forms 

they present themselves.”2  
 
 As Wesleyans we are called to confront unjust social 

conditions that continue to oppress, bind and exclude people.  Just 

as Jesus confronted evil that resisted the kingdom of God in his 

ministry, the Holy Spirit empowers us to do the same. The kingdom 

of God continues to grow wherever seeds are sown; the Good News 

is preached,; and the Church, by the power of the Holy Spirit, 

continues to be “for the world, the Body of Christ.”3 The kingdom  

of God will come in all of its fullness when Christ returns in final 

victory.  

  Thank you for your love and support. 

  Blessings in Christ, 

  With Love, 

  Murray and Susan 

 
               1ibid, A Service of Word and Table I, The Great Thanksgiving. 
               2The United Methodist Book of Worship, The Baptismal Covenant 
                3The United Methodist Book of Worship, A Service of Word and 

  Table I, The Great Thanksgiving.  

 

 

July Ushers 
 

Captain - Tommy Gilstrap 
 

Ray Byington, Edna Patterson 

 MaryAnn Stephens, Marcus Stephens 
 

Counters 

Jason Cheshire, Tommy Gilstrap 
 

June “Happenings At-A-Glance” 
 

Sunday, June   1    Communion 
Sunday, June 15    Father’s Day 
June 1– June   4    S. C. Annual Conference 
Sunday, June 29th    Greenville Drive Baseball             
            Game and Picnic with Lee Road UMC 
Coming in July: 
July 7-July 11  Vacation Bible School 
 

Rev. Patterson and Jamie Robinson will be 
representing Saint Paul UMC at the S. C. Annual 
Conference in Florence from June 1 - June 4.           

 
May 2008 Financial Report 

 
        Budget Needed Through May      $ 46,010.58 
        Budget Received Through April    $ 47,833.00 
        We are Ahead Year to Date:         $   1,822.42 
      

SPECIAL OFFERINGS RECEIVED  
THROUGH APRIL 2008 

 
 Capital Fund                   $     30.00 
 Epworth Mother’s Day Offering $   435.00 
 Young Adults Apportionments    $   115.00  
 M. Smith Apportionments $       5.00  
 Fidelis Class Apportionments $     61.00 
 Adult Ministries   $   100.00 
 Memorials   $     75.00 
     $   821.00 
                                        

 Total YTD Special Offerings      $5,264.00 
 
On Sunday, June 29th, the Family Ministry of Lee 
Road UMC will be attending the GREENVILLE 
DRIVE Baseball Game followed by a picnic under 
the “Big Tree” at Saint Paul between S. Main and 
Vardry St.  Members and Friends of Saint Paul are 
invited to join our friends from Lee Road at the ball 
game and the picnic afterwards.  If you would like to 
participate in this special fellowship, please call the 
Office by June 2nd if you have not already signed 
up.  You can pay for your tickets later.  (We believe 
the cost of the tickets will be $7 each).  The food at 
the picnic will be furnished by Lee Road UMC but 
they will need a count of the number of friends from 
Saint Paul who plan to attend.  What a wonderful 
opportunity for fellowship with another United 
Methodist Church!  Put the date on your calendar 
and sign up!  

 
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

 
 Vacation Bible School at Saint Paul UMC, 

July 7 to July 11 
 

 Program – 6:30p.m.-8:30p.m. 
 

 Come join the Beach Party as we learn the  
Beach Be-Attitudes of Be Obedient, Be Kind,  

Be Forgiving, Be Bold and Believe. 
 

 There will be a study for adults and children 
 

 For information call Eugenia Vicars at  
297-8201 

 
 Register by June 22, 2008 

 

July “Happenings At-A-Glance” 
 

  Sunday, July 3            Communion 
  July 17 - July 21   6:30 - 8:30 pm    Vacation Bible 
     School 
             
The Prayer Group meets in the Parlor at Saint Paul 
each Wednesday at 10:30 a.m.  Anyone interested  
is welcome to attend.   
 

June 2011 Financial Report 
 
  Budget Needed Through June        $ 86,554 
  Budget Received Through June     $  64,140 
  We are Behind Year to Date:          $ 22,414    
      

SPECIAL OFFERINGS RECEIVED  
THROUGH June 2011 

 
  Capital Fund               $   180.00 
  AC/Heat Fund    $     10.00 
  Memorials            $   400.00 
  Young Adults    $     25.00 
  Nursing Homes/Homebound  $   100.00 
  Shepherd Fund   $     50.00  
 
     $   765.00 
  
  Total YTD Special Offerings               $ 10,760.98 
 

 Christian Stewardship 
 

“A Covenant Prayer in the Wesleyan Tradition 
 

I am no longer my own, but thine. 
Put me to what thou wilt,  

rank me with whom thou wilt; 
Put me to doing, put me to suffering; 

Let me by employed for thee or laid aside for thee, 
Exalted for thee or brought low for thee; 

Let me be full, let me be empty; 
Let me have all things, let me have nothing; 

I freely and heartily yield all things  
to thy pleasure and disposal ….. 

Amen 
 

Taken from the United Methodist Hymnal 
(The United Methodist Publishing House, 1989), p. 607 

 
 

UNITED MINISTRIES NEEDS:  
  
The Learning Center: loose-leaf notebook paper, 

pencils, 3-prong pocket folders, graduation robes for 

the September 15 GED graduation ceremony and an 

upright vacuum in good condition.   
 
The Place of Hope: travel-size soap, spray 

deodorant, lotion, razors, rubbing alcohol, petroleum 

jelly, cotton swabs, bottled water, hand sanitizer, 

feminine hygiene products, new men’s socks and 

gently-worn belts.     
 
Emergency Assistance: canned meats, beef stew, 

Treet, tuna and mackerel, canned soup, dry beans, 

and individual packages of powdered milk. 

 

The Administration Building needs a volunteer 

receptionist on Thursdays from 12:00 Noon to  

1:00 p.m.  The Learning Center needs volunteers. 



We extend Happy Birthday greetings this month to: 
Jimmie Lou Vaughn - July 5th, Jimmy Senn - July 9th, 
Janet Cook - July 10th,  Robert Dowis and Dick Garrett- 
July 12th, Emily Wham - July 16th,  Dana Howard - July 
19th, Missy Huff - July 21st, Steve Ackerman, Cathy Scott 
and Crosby Cooper - July 23rd, Alice Anthony - July 24th, 
Anne Brown - July 25th, Andy Ackerman and Van 
Clinkscales - July 26th and Barbara Garrett - July 31st. 
 
Congratulations to Julie Wham and and Adam Kirby who 
were married at Saint Paul UMC on June 14, 2011. 
 
We are blessed to welcome Steve and Nicole Ackerman 
and their children Andy, Evan and Jenna into the 
membership of Saint Paul UMC. 
 
In Your Prayers, Please Remember: Friends serving in 
the Armed Services: Michael Abowd, John Broom, and 
Dylan O’Neal, and Jeremy Graham, Michael Gravley and 
Travis Scott (all deployed to Afghanistan), Perry Adams, 
Carroll Anthony, Phillip Baskins, Kiele Binsted, Calvin 
Bostic, Edith Branham, Bill and Joe-Ellen Brockman, 
Ann Brown, Wade Byers,  The Family of John Childers, 
Connie Cox, David Dolge, Don Everett, Blaine Frazier, 
Eva Gillespie, Luke Gilliam, Carol Head, Jimmy Head, 
Eunice Hill, Martha Jameson, Ibby Jenkinson, Frank 
“Cotton” Jones, Pat Larson, Al Lupo, Dot MacMillan,  
H. W. “Mac” MacMillan, Michael Matiz,  Buddy Miller, 
Stephanie Morris, Roy Patterson, Rev. Gareth Scott, 
Jimmy Senn, Nancy Sizemore,  David and Madeline Snow, 
Jane Snyder, Linda Terminato, Eric Thrasher, Belvin and 
Georgia Ware, Hazel Welborn, the victims of the 
earthquakes in Japan, those affected by the violent tornados 
recently, the people in all  countries experiencing disasters 
and the United States of America and our leaders.  NOTE:  
The Prayer List is published monthly in the Newsletter in 
the weekly bulletin.    Plan to save your list each month for 
reference.  We will add requests for prayers for people with 
special needs or emergency situations during the month in 
the bulletin.    Names are kept on the Prayer List for 4 
weeks.  If you wish to keep a name on the list after 4 weeks 
or to add a new name, please notify the office.  Bold = 
New Addition, Italics = Currently in Hospital.   
    
Nursing Home and/or Special Care Residents and 
Friends Who Are Homebound: Virginia Dowis, Don 
Everett, Eva Gillespie, Frank “Cotton” Jones,  Dot and 
Mac MacMillan, Helen Reynolds, Dot Thompson and 
Belvin Ware.       
 

Special Notes of Appreciation 
 

*************** 
     We want to thank each of you for your thoughts and 
prayers along with your support during such a difficult 
time for our family.  We are so blessed to have such a 
wonderful church family that loves us and supports us 
whenever we are in need.  Your thoughtfulness is 
appreciated more than any words can ever  express. 
     Love, 
 
     The Family of Ron Howard 
 

***************** 
Dear St. Paul Friends, 
 
     Words cannot express my gratitude for the loving 
support I have received from you during my recent illness 
and the loss of my father.  Your prayers, cards, calls and 
food have encouraged and comforted me.  It is such a joy 
to belong to a church family that truly loves and cares for 
each member of its congregation.  Hope, kindness and 
compassion are alive and thriving at Saint Paul 
    With heartfelt thanks and appreciation. 
      
                                Carol Head 

Children’s Department Workers for July 
 

Nursery Workers 
 

    July   3 - Taunja Pool (SSH, WH) Edna Patterson (WH)   
    July 10 - Lori Cheshire (SSH), Volunteer Needed (WH) 
    July 17 - Volunteers Needed (SSH, WH) 
    July 24 - Marcus Stephens (SSH, WH), MaryAnn  
  Stephens (WH) 
    July 31 - David Pool (SSH), Volunteer Needed (WH) 
 

Toddlers Class 
 

    July   3 - Peggy Whitmire (SSH), David Pool (WH) 
    July 10 - Peggy Whitmire, Edna Patterson (SSH) 
       Elise Patterson, Logan Kanipe (WH) 
    July 17 - Peggy Whitmire, Elise Patterson (SSH) 
        Edna Patterson (WH) 
    July 24 - Peggy Whitmire, MaryAnn Stephens (SSH) 
       Volunteers Needed (WH)                          
    July 31 - Peggy Whitmire, Taunja Pool (SSH) 
        Volunteers Needed (WH) 
 

Sunday School Teachers, K3/K4 
 

    July   3 - David Pool 

    July 10 - Elise Patterson, Logan Kanipe 

    July 17 - Edna Patterson 

    July 24 - Lori Cheshire 

    July 31 - Volunteers Needed 
 

Sunday School Teachers, Elementary 
 

    July   3 - Annette Bostic, Edna Patterson 

    July 10 - Annette Bostic 

    July 17 - Annette Bostic 

    July 24 - Annette Bostic 

    July 31 - Annette Bostic 
 

Children’s Worship Leaders 
 

    July   3 - Volunteer Needed 
    July 10 - Lori Cheshire   
    July 17 - Peggy Whitmire 
    July 24 - Peggy Whitmire 
    July 31 - Volunteer Needed 
 
There is now a Sunday School Class for Youth (10-14 
year olds) during Sunday School Hour from 10:00-11:00. 

                 
IMPORTANT REMINDER:  Don’t forget to turn off the 
lights and fans upstairs after Sunday School and Worship.   

 
Vacation Bible School  

Saint Paul UMC, 
July 17 to July 21, 2011 

Program – 6:30p.m.-8:30p.m. 
 

 Join us as we “shake up” our lives to become better 
followers of God at Shake It Up Cafe 

 
 For information call Eugenia Vicars at 297-8201 

 

Ten Thousand Villages Is Having a Tent Sale! 

 
The national warehouse is offering unbelievable savings 

on artisan’s fair trade handcrafts to customers of the 

Greenville Ten Thousand Villages store located in Lewis 

Plaza on Augusta Road.  Everything under the tent will be 

50% off.  Mark your calendars now:  Thursday - Saturday, 

July 14-16 (10:00-6:00) and Sunday, July 17 (1:00-5:00).  

Come early for the best selections. 

"The Saint Paul United Methodist Messenger" 
PERIODICAL July 1, 2011 VOLUME 45        NO. 7     

The Saint Paul United Methodist Messenger (USPS 608960) Is published monthly by the Saint Paul United Methodist Church,  
1107 S. Main Street, Greenville, S.C. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Saint Paul UMC, 1107 S. Main Street, Greenville, SC 29601 


