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MISSION STATEMENT 
 

The purpose of Saint Paul United Methodist Church is 

to be the people of God who praise God in worship, 

celebrating God’s love and healing presence in 

Jesus Christ. We are called to be signs of hope and 

healing to all people in our community and the world, 

reaching out in ministries of love, compassion and 

care as we seek to follow the example of Jesus Christ. 
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The Order of Worship 
Let the people be in silent meditation and prayer upon entering the Sanctuary 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
CHIMING OF THE HOUR 
 
*PRELUDE                          “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee”                … Lanie Smith 
 
*LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP    “Oh, the Glory of Your Presence”      Choir and Congregation  

“Oh, the glory of Your presence, We, Your temple, give You reverence. 

Come and rise to Your rest and be blest by our praise as we glory in Your embrace; 

As Your presence now fills this place.” 

*GREETING 
 

Come to Christ, that living stone, 

rejected by the world, but in God's sight chosen and precious. 

We have responded to Christ's call, 

and seek to be built into a spiritual house, 

a living reminder of God's presence on earth. 

Once we were no people, but now we are God's people, 

called out of the darkness into God's marvelous light. 

Therefore we sing with the Church in all ages: 

Blessed be your name, O God, our Redeemer. 

By your mercy we have been born anew to a living hope 

through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.
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*INVOCATION 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up to the Lord. 

Let us pray . . .  
 
*HYMN NO. 600                                                                   “Wonderful Words of Life”   
 
*THE AFFIRMATION OF FAITH, Hymnal No. 881  “The Apostles’ Creed” 
 
*THE GLORIA PATRI, Hymnal 70 “Glory Be to the Father 



OFFERING OURSELVES AND OUR GIFTS TO GOD 
 

Let us Pray:   Lord, you have entrusted us with the awe-inspiring task of 

sharing the message of the gospel. We acknowledge that we cannot simply 

give money and expect your message to be spread. We must consistently give 

ourselves by offering our time, talents, gifts, witness, and service. Stir within 

us the courage to be Christian stewards in our daily living. Accept these gifts 

as a symbol of our love and commitment to you. In Jesus' name, we pray. 

Amen.
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OFFERTORY                “The King of Love My Shepherd Is”    … Hugh Livingston Jr.     
 
*THE DOXOLOGY, Hymnal 95 “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”  
 
CHILDREN’S MOMENTS 
 
PASTORAL PRAYER / THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
EPISTLE LESSON 1 THESSALONIANS 2:1-8 
 
THE ANTHEM                          “A Perfect Heart”     Soprano Soloist, Nicole Ackerman  
                                                                                           Bass Soloist, Steve Vaughn 
  
*GOSPEL LESSON Matthew 22:15-22, 34-40 
 
SERMON                                        “Whose Image?” 
 
RECEPTION OF MEMBERS, Hymnal No. 38 
 
*HYMN NO.  453                                                            “More Love to Thee, O Christ”  
 
*BENEDICTION         “Go My Children With My Blessing”    Choir and Congregation 

“I the Lord will bless and keep you and give you peace. 

I the Lord will smile upon you and give you peace. 

I the Lord will be Creator, Savior, Comforter, Sustainer 

Go, my children, I will keep you, and give you peace.” 

 

*POSTLUDE                                  “Be Thou My Vision”             … Edward Broughton  
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